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LIQUOR CONTROL ACT 1988 REVIEW — GOVERNMENT RESPONSE 
Statement by Minister for Racing and Gaming 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin — Minister for Racing and Gaming) [2.04 pm]: In 2012 I appointed an 
independent committee, chaired by John Atkins, to review the Liquor Control Act 1988. The committee 
undertook an extensive consultation process and in January 2014 presented its report to government, containing 
141 recommendations. I now table the government’s response to the report. 

[See paper 2385.] 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: Alcohol polarises our community. It is without doubt that many social issues have their 
root cause in alcohol. Equally, it is enjoyed responsibly by the majority of people and is a significant economic 
contributor to the hospitality and tourism sectors. Through this response, the government’s aim is to produce 
a balanced framework that considers all these factors. 

The government will be introducing legislation in two stages. The first will focus on harm minimisation 
priorities, balanced with some simple changes to assist parts of the liquor industry to carry on business in a less 
onerous environment. Leading the harm minimisation response will be secondary supply legislation, establishing 
an offence to supply liquor to a juvenile — 

Mr M.P. Murray interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Collie–Preston, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: — without the consent of a parent or guardian on unlicensed premises. 
Mr M.P. Murray: You’re a fraud. 

Withdrawal of Remark 
The SPEAKER: Could you withdraw that, please. 
Mr M.P. MURRAY: I withdraw. 

The SPEAKER: I call you to order for the second time; thank you. 
Debate Resumed 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: In addition, when consent is provided, we will require the alcohol to be supplied 
responsibly, or penalties will apply. This legislation, which has broad community support, will empower parents 
to make choices about when and how their children access alcohol. In addition, we will introduce offences 
relating to presenting false identification. 

Mr P.B. Watson interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Albany, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: Wine and beer producers will benefit from first-stage amendments, allowing them to 
operate free from unnecessary red tape. Confusing laws preventing patrons from carrying alcohol across 
footpaths to an alfresco area will also be clarified. 

In the second stage, the government will again introduce balanced measures to suit the needs of all 
Western Australians, including a more flexible and adaptable risk-based assessment framework; Sunday trading 
hours for hotels, taverns and small bars that meet modern consumer expectations; Sunday trading for liquor 
stores in major regional centres; parallel processing for liquor licensing and local government planning 
requirements; and reduced public interest assessment requirements for renewal of extended trading permits. 

The government will be focusing on a number of administrative improvements that will streamline the licensing 
process and make it easier to understand. These include developing appropriate materials to guide applicants 
through the public interest assessment process; establishing best-practice processing benchmarks; and clarifying 
requirements to maintain incident registers. These changes will be underpinned by the implementation of an 
online application and tracking system to be introduced next year. The government’s review response makes 
a commitment that will strengthen the balance between maintaining a robust licensing system that supports 
a vibrant hospitality sector; targeting individuals who misuse alcohol, bringing harm to themselves and others; 
and providing a safe environment for those who choose to enjoy alcohol responsibly. My thanks go to the many 
organisations and individuals that contributed to the review, and particularly to John Atkins, Nicole Roocke and 
Ian Stanley for their tireless efforts in creating the report. 
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